
One of the most important 

roles that Team Awkward 

Turtle members share is our 

responsibility and dedication 

to mentoring other robotics 

teams and community 

outreach service projects.  

We have critical 

opportunities to serve our 

region and help support and 

inspire young scientists in 

our region.  There are plenty 

of upcoming exciting 

volunteer events for our 

team members.    TAT 

students are already involved 

with part-time mentoring and 

other assistance to area FTC 

(First Tech) and FLL (First 

Lego League) teams.  These 

awesome programs have 

regional, state, and 

championship tournaments 

coming up soon that need 

volunteer staff (that means 

YOU!)  to help run these 

extraordinary events! 

Please speak to Tatiana 

Miller ASAP to get more 

information if you have 

interest in volunteering for a 

half day or a full day at any 

one of these important 

upcoming events.  

Volunteering is tons of fun, a 

terrific way for us to serve 

our community and meet our 

TAT community outreach 

criteria, and even recruit 

future Turtles!  (Additionally, 

volunteers always get a cool 

event T-shirt and breakfast, 

lunch is always provided.  

Parents are also welcome!) 

Thanks!  
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“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in 
moments of comfort or convenience, but where he stands at 

times of challenge or controversy” MLK  

…When the Going Gets Tough…the Turtles Get Going… 
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Team Awkward Turtle Logo Contest 

Reminder!  Did you know 

that there is a team Awkward 

Turtle Logo contest in full 

swing right now? We are in 

the process of looking for 

that new 2010 seasonal logo!  

Are you artistic? If so, 

consider submitting your 

entry for this year’s T-shirt ! 

You can win a Halo T-shirt, a 

copy of Microsoft Office, or 

a Microsoft Xbox game (has 

to made by Microsoft) of 

your choice!  The winner will 

be selected by team vote just 

after ship date!  But February 

23rd will be here before you 

know it, so get to it! Please 

submit your designs to your 

team leaders. 
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Did you know that the TAT 

Outreach Team has worked very 

diligently to design and create a 

brand new online “first robotics 

resource” question and answer 

forum?  It’s a cool site where 

people can ask/answer a variety 

of different questions to learn 

everything they ever wanted to 

know about robotics.  We know 

that all the teams building the 

robot are super-slammed, but 

we'd still like to make a request 

of each and every one of you. 

Please visit http://robofaqs.com 

and ask/answer just one 

question every day!  That's all it 

will take, and sharing your 

expert knowledge of topics like 

drive and steering systems, 

pneumatics, machine tools and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

programming will help tons of 

people all over the place. The 

technical and engineering 

knowledge on our team is truly 

awesome, and we’re asking you 

to share it for your team. Just a 

few minutes…just one question 

per day… It would ROCK! 

Your input can make all the 

difference!  Our Contest is this: 

the Awkward Turtle that “Posts 

the Most” this coming week, by 

Monday, February 2, 2010 will 

win a $10 Chick-Fil-A gift card. 

(Your posts will be evaluated for 

excellence, so yes/no answers 

will not count!)   

Controls Team Update 
By: Stephan Baulch  

been stripped down to a 4 

wheel independent swerve 

drive system.  As soon as we 

can put some more 

potentiometers on Zippy 3 we 

can effectively  program it 

exactly like we would program 

Zippy 4.  We have been 

thinking about  a new way to 

know where are wheels are 

turned.  Instead of using 

potentiometers we would use 

an optical sensor to watch a 

black and white circle, however 

this would require 32 digital 

inputs and we do not yet 

know how to connect that.  

This setup is better than using 

potentiometers because we 

can't turn our wheels further 

than 180 degrees.  We are also 

testing other sensors like 

gyros, ultrasonic rangefinders, 

and accelerometers.  We hope 

to have an amazing drive 

system this year, and hopefully 

our swerve drive will be the 

highlight of the amazing robot 

ideas seen at competition. 

This week, the Controls team 

has been busy configuring drive 

systems with members of the 

programming team.  So far, 

most of our programmers have 

been able to successfully write 

code that drives the robot.  We 

have been working with the 

build on the first and second 

versions of the Zippy 4 

prototype.  With the help of 

observing the success this 

prototype, the team have come 

to a final decision on decision 

on the design.  Zippy 3 has 

RoboFAQs “Post the Most” Contest 

“We hope to have 

an amazing drive 

system this year.” 
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http://robofaqs.com


delicious lasagna and meatballs).   

Our snack supply continues to 

be in pretty good shape, 

although we would like to 

request more beverages--  

water , juices,  soda,  ---to keep 

the Turtles hydrated (our 

“Terrarium” office space has 

been very warm lately and we 

We want express our huge 

gratitude and thanks to all our 

terrific parents for keeping the 

Turtles really well fed.  Our 

stomachs and brains continue to 

thank you!  We’ve had 

extraordinary and plentiful 

Saturday Lunch-Dinners 

brought in (thank you this week 

to Mr. and Mrs. Surrette for the 

have been drinking heavily!) 

THANK YOU PARENTS! 

TAT Dues Have Been Paid!  

Turtle Feeding Facts  

Team to acquire grants and fund 
raise the $14,000 necessary to 
compete in these awesome 
tournaments.  GO TURTLES! 
If you haven’t already done so, 
mark your calendars for the 
following upcoming dates and 
events: 

2010 NASA/VCU Regional 
Competition,  Richmond VA,  

March 18-20, 2010 

2010 FIRST Robotics 
Regional Competition, 

Dorton Arena ,  Raleigh NC,  
April 1-3  2010 

US FIRST FRC 

Championship, Georgia 

Dome, Atlanta GA, April 15-17 

2010 

For those of you who may not 
have already heard the amazing 
news, Team 2108 Awkward 
Turtle has now not only 
registered for, but paid in full for 
their participation in all three of 
the2010 tournaments that we 
were hoping to attend! That’s no 
easy task!  A huge effort was put 
forth by our amazing Business 

Team Awkward Turtle Wish List  

“Team Awkward 

Turtle is a 

meritocracy so hard 

work is the key to 

obtaining any 

leadership or drive 

team positions.” 
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This is a brand new “weekly 

column” area of our paper.  

Each week we will include a list 

of various “wish list” items that 

Team Awkward Turtle would 

love to have for our ever 

growing office space.  Please 

have a look around your home 

and consider donating to our 

worthy Turtle cause.   Students 

and Parents: If you have any 

suggestions, or can think of 

something really cool that YOU 

think we should really have, 

please let us know.  All items 

can be a seasonal donation that 

we would return at the end of 

our year, or a permanent Turtle 

donation is you are willing to 

part with the item.  

 Please contact Supply 

Coordinator Zach Medina 

for further questions or 

information. 

Filing Cabinets (short 2-stack 
type would be fine). 

 

Folding Chairs (we badly 
need these!) 

 
Low/wide book shelves (to 

create a “cubby “storage area 
for our backpacks and 

personal gear). 

 

Long folding tables or card 

tables 

 

White board (or Black Board) 

 

Stand for white board/ white 
board markers 

 

Printer Paper always 

welcome! 



 

 

 

KILLEROBOT? 

 It turns out that January 25 was the 31st anniversary of the first 

recorded human death by robot.  

 http://www.wired.com/thisdayintech/2010/01/0125robot-kills-worker/ 

 

This seems to prove that TAT team's emphasis on safety is well-

justified! 

Team Awkward Turtle 

11000 Regency Parkway 

Cary, NC 27513 

(Not our mailing address) 

FRC—The Turtle Times 

Editor-in-chief: Tatiana Miller 

Submit articles by midnight on Monday 

Email: woahtati@yahoo.com 

Team Awkward Turtle 
specializes in training high school 
students in all aspects of  robotics, 

an up and coming technology 

Visit our webpage
 

www.teamawkwardturtle.org
 

The Turtles have been working UNBELIEVABLY hard these last 3 weeks.  Lots of dedicated Turtles like our 

Captain Rob C., and co-Captain Tatiana M.  (to name a only few) have had almost 100% attendance, 7 days a 

week since Turtle Kick-off on January 9, 2010! Even I have been to every single meeting since that big kick off 

Saturday (except for one evening when I stayed home because of a cold.)  Turtles are working hard to meet our 

many and varied build and business goals.  The clock is ticking to ship date (this coming Saturday, January 30, 

2010, will mark the 24 days till ship date!).  We all focus on our jobs and work long days and evenings.  But, we 

also stop to have a little fun every now and then.  This Saturday while we were eating our lasagna Lunch-

Dinner meal, we kicked off an impromptu game of the old-fashioned children’s game “telephone”.  We all sat 

in a circle.  One person created a fun and silly message that was whispered and then passed around ear-to-ear 

for the entire group. When the message came back around, a full circle, it was finally spoken “out loud”. Please 

see the pictures below to see how much fun we had (especially Coach Matt!)!  Turtle’s young and old all sat 

together and joined in for some huge laughs and camaraderie.  At times like this we all really see how terrific 

our team spirit is! Go TURTLES! 

 Team Awkward Turtle Team Building 
By: Tad Miller  

http://www.wired.com/thisdayintech/2010/01/0125robot-kills-worker/

